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Meetig of Representatives From
ArId Land State

I

SPEECH OF MR MOND-

ElLETAS ms ASSOCIATES

ADI ATD-

csses n Great Subject and Ri fert ecessity of Proper Iglaton t Reclaim
Acres of LdWhat Courses
Should Be Pursued

I

Special Correspondence
Washington De19Te conference ot

sundry reprenttves from the ard lndVstate cled Frnkrsentate from Wyoming resolved ILSe4f
into a very pleasant dinner party at Mr-

tondells residence Incident to the dis-

cusion of the dinner there was much talk
lOoking to outlinIng the curse to be-
taken by western members to secure ac-
tion by the house on varous irrigation
bIlls ThIS I the frt number of
nicetings which wl held

A-l of the mebers from the arid
lad states diffloul

es under which they labor In that body
where the entire arid land ron has rev
more than It ha at the
other end of the capitol total mem
berahip i about onetwenteth of the

wih
house of repreentatvcs

the
compard

the first dinner and conference there
were present 1eJsr Shafroth and Bell
of Colorado of Nevada Burke
andGable of South c and
Mdody Oregon Cushman and Jones ot

ashingon Nevfe of Nebraka Mon
Bar

Calforia hot
5 ReIresentztive Mondell addressed the

gUeals at the conclusion of the dinner In

I careful speech outiing various possible
methods ot procedure He sad

Mr Mondels Speech
I feel highly In

blnir for my gutz tonight the repre
senttve or ten grt commonwealths of

member combined die
tricts cover an ar of T5OOG square miles I

or over onequarter ot the United Statein which are ontaine over 400acreof publc more
the public domain ex-

cUslve of Maeka
our consttuencIEs there Is no ques

tion not exceptn sr t national pub
lie questions day of such vital and
paramount Importance as thOe questions
which relate to the control management
reclamation and dispsiton of the public
lands ton relatlug to t3e public lands In the has
ben In my opinIon almost uniformly
v1c and just reflecting credit upon those

hv partcpated In its enactment
and reultn unpreedented ra-
pldlt whtCh homl been cc-
tabltshed and the wldetnes transformed
into prosperous cmmonwealhs safe In
the sure

yeomani
Ofld foundaton a land-

owning
The conditions surrounding the public

land queton have however radically
change past few years There no

rm in vast tracts of fertile soirequiring only the turning of the sodproduce bunt1ul crops or levol stretceof bottoms In thegion where the fructifying ardw-terfolovthe furws ot the ditching plosted nroof more or valuablegrazing amore or less limitedareor lands that may bE Irgated 0n13by ii vet consIderable acre
mos forest area being Included

the boUndary of forest reres
Must Have Water

When ho homestead law was passed
there were hundreds of millions of acresof publc land lewould yield 0bounupon turning of the sodtoday tero Is not within of UnclealSams brad public domain single 160
acres which wl produce an aver-age
without

crop of rtrla average season
Fxom0Q to 05 per cent of the entireazeu f the dltrct represented here con-

sists of and at the ratew1lch thl lands are now passing Intothe private owners they will notbe dIsposed of In a hundred years I thesame rate Is rtined while as aut5der the prent the amount facposof grow smaller each year asr lads artaken
This cnlllon a vast percentgp ofto arownershp from which norarenue publc

not and In the very natureof things cannot continue indefinitelyThe growth and development of our own-
states depend upon the development andreclamatIon of such of our lands as can
he reclaimed and theupon Inausurtonof some policy wl encourge
bUiding or homes protect

and under which aU portions of-
the domain shall contribute to the
tenanco ot our institutions man

Thee Lines of PolcFrom a survey ot present ndltonsand looking to the future Itthtt there are three merl lines ot policy which may be I feel thatI Is Imprnt pursue the west shall
son bedecde which ot thesepolicies In mind In

a framing and advocating future land legis
latton The first of these polcie mightb called the cnsrvatve and

have its
touching the public lands lesslaton
general way along lines of present ladlaws and poUcies and only amending
curtalng or extending the tenor andpresent land laws as changing-
conditions might point the necessity
leaving the questions of irrigation to be-
settled by individual enterprise with such
limited aid and encurgrment as the
stats may

anti
give
leavingunde unupproprlate

preset con

public domaIn open to unlmiterestricted grazing as
Another policy which might be adopt-

ed or looked forward to as the ultimategoal might be called the national lolicy
and would have for its ccntrah Idea a-
nationat system of relamaton by trriga
tion under the control-
of the fee governmet and paid for
oUt of natIonal treasury This poleycontemplate the building of
cora e rsnolrs and the diversion of

wter mighty streams at
expense for irrigation purposes

Around this central Idea of reclamttonon a giganjic scale by the
ernthent would ncsrl deveiop a Sys
tent ot dsston lands reclaimed
and form of control b-

W federal government of the grazIng
lads

Policy of the State
TIio thIrd policy might b called the

etato policy its ultimate being to-

transfer alli the lands oo tets in-
wlticlt thea lIe for their managementreclamation disposition and
or wihout limitation or condition J-
mllIe t federal government In Its
dotato

Ech of these three general policies
has Is advocates and on behalf of each I

I of tem strong argumants may be madeI necessary that we be agreed aI

tho policy ultmatel to be pursued or-
as to the su ht for In order
that we shall agree on speifc measures-
more or less charcterI simply outlined what occurs my
as being the three general directions Inwhrbh mens minds trend In discussing

i land legislation though there are many I
b points of similarity In the details of theeyarouslres of thought which sviil ocur
L are familiar with the ques-

tionsB involved
Whatmer may be our views howeyer

I

l its to the ideal enera policy to
sued we are nil I take it confronted

1 with some questions which are vital
3 pressIng and of first Imporance

How can we best recaim waste
places encourage stlement and dee-
lgr in what put an end

modify the ceaselessI wrangling over
grazing priviege on the public do-

main We population but we
waht it under the conditions that v1make our population prosperous and
are keenly alive to the fact that commu
ititis Cannot permanent thrive and

Insttutions cititized pee-
nle where per cent of thetproduces no direct revenue a t

theamainlenance ot verment and
where the same proportion trri
tory produce only the natural product of-
en region minus geuction In pro-
duction

overgrazing
caused by a generation of reck-

less
I

I
120 South Main isthe number ot the I

bIg shoe sale

Bequlrtcnentsforpubllc school teachers
inAiabama are very simple Arplicants-
tot thirdgrade lfcate which allow
the holder to teach years are-
obliged to be examined in arithmetic only
through fractions and in geography only
througif the iwimarv grade I

i

The rn military experts who are
uperlntending the constructon of the

Southwegt African rlwa Swakop
mund to Vlnhoelabut only

00 Icihometers-
cstimttto 00

j
More
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than a quartet of the line Is alrlad
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TODAY IS CHRiSTMAS I
I I7 DAYS Till NEW YEARS

And nothing to tell of today because you

dont want to hear shop talk and we

dont want totalk it Tomoro1 well
have some good things to telll of so

today we wish you aU

A MERRY CHRiSTMAS

I
I Pi CARDNERr Main

13613-
8dl St

HOTEL GOSSIP-

Det lt is the lost picturesque city
In except otcourse
Chicago with her ever attendant Gods
and the Illinois Steel companys black
and blue sky sid P C Coring at the
Cullen Our governor is patterned a
ter the city and Is the most pIcturesque
man in public life today except possI-
bly PItchfork Tlman of South Care
Dna and the Simpson ot Kan
Sas I refer to PIngree commonly de-

nominated Potato Pingree because he
1ely Interest In agricultural

products ad believes in the vIrtue of
the old song tat tells us the potatoes
they grow and they eat them
skin and aU over there over there
Pingree Is following in the footsteps ot
the famous PlckwIck and whenhe Isnt
fighting the city council for 3 cent
streetcar tares or upholding Ebalmed Beef Alger he Is colaboratngstatistics about the
Hotentot under the influences of atrpical HIs latest hobby Is math-
ematics and hes galoping through the
hour writing delivering
himself ot opInions as to why some
fractions are called vulgar and othercOmmon and likening the mathematialterms tp same people
at him Some of the Detroit papers
give ten columns each week to exploiIng his peculiarities and the ones
dont likehim are unanimous In declarlug that the proper place for him i on
the seaward end of a ducking stol

J Luis UacEo the press repre
of Madame Emma Nevada of

the Metropolitan Opera company was
at the Kenyon yesteiday He said
hTe musical treat of the season for

Lakers will he given on the firstnight at the new year by the famoussoprano who has just returned from an
absence of thre years on the conti-
nent Nevada Isone of thevery few artists that hage not been
carried off their feet by stage triumphs
and she readily responds to calls fora renderIng of Professor Evan Steph
end song My Western Home which
he compcsed after listening to the great
diva In Boston Bore years ago andwhich she has sung atsev thl prIvate
houses In New York and Washington
this winter Madame Nevada Is asa believer in the supernatural frm
Calve and always carries aboutaherneck a tiny chain of gold and pearls
from which is suspended a crystal disccontaIning a tourleaved clbver
sounds strange but she really Ithat her voice will lat as longbeleve
clover remains green and that itfade with the charm wl

Merry Christmas said 1lnlnOperator W l3 Lawler of Ore on
the Cuhlen yesterday afternoon Every
time te hap Yuletide sealn Tolls
round lght pipe plant my feet
on the adirn of an overt fre and
blow soke rings at the memor the
happenings of long ago ent got
the open fire this time nothing but
one of these neasfangled steam rdlatol that squirts water on the
carpets and knocks Inspiration higher
than a kite so my Christmas musings
are a bit jerky It happened about
this some year ago that the-
daughter Of one of my old friends in
the eat who went broke on a sure
tIring mining dealthe friend not the
daughterwas studying at the Art
League In Neav York with the hope that
it would enable her to eke out some sort
of an existence She was improvident
by nature and training and as soon ashe got hold ot any money she set towork to rId herself of it br giving blow
outs and theatre parties to her frIendChristma was coming on

thlsaccountIsIongover-
due
noyancehf

please remIandsaveusthea
acolCtor was the sum and substance

her correspondence She be-
thought ot making an effort to stave
off the jounding crediors by doing
some sort of iustratn holiday
nature for pictorial week-
lies and with a timid heart and falter
Ing footsteps set out on her way down
town tobeard th mighty editor In his
den She wound up at the entrance to
a IVt1I known pUblshln house and
groped her way up dingy nghts
of stairs and Into a room Jteredrumplepaper

decorated
and tmestaine fur

gas I

jets and smoke from corncob pipes
The managing editor was percheupon a IQngleged stool wih two

of sectacles tip his nose I

bolting as he had never heard of the
storypen onearthgoodw1tomelWhat doyou at the

thoroughly frightene mlS Please-
sir I would to for your pa
per she faltered Lets see some otyour work and what are you doing
now was the reply that seemed tinged
with icIcles I ant studying at the Art
League under the mighty Carroll
Bekwih she replied with some asurceHumph said the ogre a he
ocanned the efforts dftwo Years this
is the worst rot rve ever seen who
sent you here anyway The maId
mounted the traditional horse and
retorted I came of r cxn accord
after crefuly studying the Iutrtons I know masazlnesmy Is about

I the worst at the League and I also
know that your weekly is the worst IIn the country I thoughtlustratecome first because If I couldnt-
get a job here I couldnt get i any

whEreShegot the job-
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MIlE fUR A MARCH

I

Mr Cseys Waltz Music For His

Iaughters Wadding

PAID AN IMMENSE FEE-
L I

THE PROFSSO ESTABLISHED
ARECORD TOE GH PRICES

Coudt Play A g But Battled
Off nPew Odters to His Pat
rons Complete SatfaconReceived S100000 Mine and Enough
Drinks For aHappy Jag

i

Chic ofnter Ocean
See here said the Hon HerClay

PidgkIns alie threw the paper from
tiim at the club placed hia dusty boots
on the table and addressed any o1e
whO might have been listening See
here J fills me with unmitigated an-
noyance when I read of Patti and Pad
erewski and othe dagu foreIgners re-
ceiving 4000 pr a night for musi-
cal contorUon3 and being supposed to
carr the manner for high prIces when
to my own perfect and IndIvidual
knowledge I knew that honor belongs
to an American and a riend of mine
at that

I never heard ot an American get-
ting such prices said the man Who
was watching the thermometer

That does not necCariy imply any
thing answered MI Pldg
king
man atemptng marcasm

received
The gente

piaying a weddIng march and It wasnt-
a weddIng march either

Did you couri the money respond-
ed the man at the thermometer as the
mercury rose seVeral degrees in sym
Dtv but I was at the wedding

Oh Wel lets hear of the beautiful
bi1de 100000 wedding marches
and later on you may inform a much
believing public hew her trOSeU was
made of bank notes and her bridal veil
of government bnds while 20 gold

some
pieces were sub ttuted for orange bios

Non dont you get Impertnentyoung fellow replied

Was
PdgkIns forI ant

and
teJng facts

living I
Edenvie CaJ a mining town which

inhabitants but I nOw
wiped o the map

DId tea many weddings take place
there inquired the man at the ther-
mometer

Dont interrupt You see lUchaelCasey had one daughter and se
mining claims and although rich and
proud Was as tight asa porous plas-
ter when J came to paying mone
Now hi dughter was to marry Torn
Dolan a mIddlng sort or fellow atitl
old Cs all day she shoUld
have grandest wedding EdenvUh
ever saw and then lie lay awake nIghts
thinkinghow he could save he ex-

I
DeneI have known several who must have

I belonged to the Caar trIbe solemnly
sId theman with the unlt cigar

Caseys Plan For Saving
Well contnued the Hon H C-

Pldgklns among mines that Casey
had was one called the Smile or Fe
tune which ws simply a hole In the
ground and looked like the wel where
the old oaken bucket used hang
This mine was worthless and every-
body in Edenvihle knew It So Cseherents the piano tn the
Edenvie paying fl0 cash and then

I
goes to the White Hors camp for a
piano player who wpuld take stock In

rthe Smile of Fortune Instead of money
I his servIce the musician at Eden
yule demandIng 50 alshard cash

hCases name should
on the scroll wIth those of our ablest
financiers Interrupted the Qung man
who was reading mgzlne poetr

lWel Casey he young
who was known as the pro-

fessor and who ratte U JoJularsongs jig reels ear on
ancient for anyone who would
set em up

f Sir began the dIgnified Casey can
you playa grad march or maybe two
or three of them for QweddIng

Nan saId the professor
IWhy not-

Because I dont know none
But InsIsted the Insinuating Mr

Casey rupposlng the pay was extrava
I gnat and the emoluments extraordl
nal could you not then fulfill the con
dlton replied the astute plane

I mangler if there Is dough In It I guess-
I might Yhats de prIce

Casey began with agrand elocution
ary nourIsh of the hand I have ii-
iEdenvilie a mine temporarily Idle but
which has undoubtedly hidden beneath
itt uninvItng surfarc untold wealth
I Cel not work the mine my
s owing to failIng eyesIght so I
lately dlSosr of a onehalf interest
for a not at Uberty to stateSarid will give yoU the other

I your musical effuslons at my daugh-
ters wedding The fact was tie had
given the half Interest to his butcher
in quldaton of a i35 meat bill

piano clawer pondered a mo-
ment and then asked Is grub and liq-
uor Included

Yes responded the generous Mr
Casey

Ten Ill take It
Thepaper wjre immediately made

out the contact and they do
parted e both hllbl elated
Casey tHat he had saved iu and the
piano sratcher that he had a Qod
time In prospect wIt fre lunch and
liquor never thought of the
mineThe xiet day was the weddink
Casey was resplendent in 0 red shirt
with a sunilow r on his ThebrehstbrIde had scrubbed the floor
clean and net In the morning and had
put on best calico gown Tom
Dolan looked lke a prince In a cordtz
roy suIt with huge watch chain he
had borrowed for the qcson The-
guetrs were numerous and eapectantly
happy and alI was as merry as It ought
to be The piano player had had a few
drinks In advance just to limber up
his fingers s he said and was ready
at the call of time to sail In and knock
spot out of the old box

ForFIr the Grad Mach
Now professor said Mr Casey

waving his two arms about In what he
thought was a graceful and becominr
manner the ladles and gentemen will
adjourn to the next can
march back in while you give us the
wedding marches from Low and Green
and other eminent composer such as
the flncct society Is accustomed to in
all seect cIrcles

The minIster took his place next to
the plano Te company filed Out and
then filed again The pro
teSr mopped his torehea with his
sleeve wet his fnger tongue
to keep them jlpplng and sailed
In with the pedal naied on Pile
Has Fallen By slde then
branching off to Where lo My Wander
Ing Boy TonIgt and Who wm Care
For When the minister
nudged hInt two or three times he
sopped and went out to get a drink

ceremony proceeded
After they were tied good and hard

Mr Case wanted some more wedding
In comtnemnratlon ot thismarnesnd glorious occasion and the

profelr conentc provie a drInk
andwet ever smorning he was playing such

thlq9 as Old Dog Tmay Jdn Brotvne

Bod Higbiatl Fling etc how
forgetting hISl libations The coneer

seaUe2ttO was that when opplng time I

ame Ue professor didnt Know a white
from ablack ky ot heler to use

=
the pedals with his hands Jfeetd
at
reeled

the ontoh1bqrlpg lnkng
I Now continued tbe HonI C-

Pldgklne ifter aalight pause a
stngularcoinvidence the professor wan
dered In the direojJcn of the Smile ot
Fortune mine and not seeing the hole
tumbled head ovet heels into t tIbeIng daylight some people saw h
fan and ran to hIs assistance anda-
man was lower down the shaft and
the proteor soon brought up
none worse for his tumble and
nearly sobered up HIs left hand was
tightly clasped ann upon opehigltt-hey found a one arid threeQuaterounce nugget of virgn gold which
must have his downward
tghtprosperous fal Is better than aearly apring sad the man with the
unlit cigar

Well gentlemen resumed the lion-
Mr PidgkIns not heeding the inter-
ruption you can imagine tat this
crete the most intense eciementa Week the professrhis onohalf Interest to a for
100C00 cash which amply SIlcae

that America is and will awas remain
in the lead Yes gentlemen the walemay brIng me the same

a

SPURTS
BIG NOMATON LIST

Colts to the Number of Ken83 ItckFuturlty
Lexington Dec 2fecretarHorace Wilson of the Kentucky Breed

era association announced that seondpayments In the 20000 Kentucky
turity for foals of ISSO have been made
on 843 cults and fillIes out of a possible
1083 which Is the l rest number since
1893 ThIs Is the futurIty and ithas become the leading colt trotting
stake of the world The entrIes corefrom twentyeight states and Canadaand represent the creaof thecan breeding fans Kentucky names
3H New York 101 Iasochusets 40
Iiiinole 44 Ia
CalifornIa 30 Iontana 2i WisconsIn
21 MIchigan Ii 1 Tennessee
13 Texas 13 Netv JerC Kansas and
Georgia lQ each S 9 Canada9 West Virginia 8 r
Alaska 5 New Hampshire 5 Dela-
ware Rhode Island 3 Maine 3
Connecticut 10 VirginIa and Utah 1
each

The largest nominators are Brook
Curry Kent kYI 43 Patchen Wilkes
farm 31 Walnut Hal Can2i Bitter-
Root farm 26 farm 20 Palo
Alto 20 H Lasher 18 ElmhurstfIIIi Suburban farm 15 Empire
Stud 14 J W Bailey James Buler-company Chrn Brs Malvern fan12 each J L Druien J H Warren 11
each Bowenan Bros J F Caliatva-
yw W Evans W R JanvIer and Look-
out tan io each The remainIng 50
nine
Were

each
nominated In lots of froone to

I There are 226 Dent talon repro
sente 23 of which ot

better fortynine others or215-
Qr better and fffour other of 230
or better per cent of the
stalonthat are developed sires

mares 143 have records from
206 to 230 and 174 others are the
darns of from one to six winner near
I1y40 per cent of the dams are thus pos-
se sors or producer t standard speed

The nominate colts Include brothers
and sister Patchen 201 DI

20 Planet 204 Jupe
2l0i4 Nice 208 John
Melon 208 20y Boy 20 Direct
IhiB Kelly 20S4 Sunol 2081 Charlie
Herr 210 Sera1 21 210Y-
Idoitta 212 213 etc2

Tie Footba Game-
St Luis Mo Pif 2tA tic gale

of nssolat n fOotkau was played at
tbIsafternoon between-

the West Ends ot this city and the
crank AllChicago team Each side
scored two gOals

Chess Games Finished
S VIenna Dec 2tAI the adjourned
games from previous rounds of the Na
tonal Masters chess tournament were

today Iaocy dlSose of
both KontIe and Alapin Broybin and Popiel and e Ow-
Ing toChristmas day therwl be no
round played tor orpow cod
tesw wI be resumed Tuesday

I

Nepalese Letters
The author or In Norther India tells

g his experience at Bhagwanpur where
wished to post four lettersThey were addressed to in En

land who are stamp l roersa on
contained a few lines to say I had sent
them In order to secure Nepalese stampsThe postmaster refuse refuse to accept
the Forgner sid not per

al

Nepalese
serico being only z the gedoMll

We sat on our elephant and
but he was firm and the IC reaone
officials all supported him After long
discssion we at last peruaded him to
post letters and to the gev
ernment at Katmandu to decide whether
they might be forwarded

Then we went into hIs office a mud htit
and sat on low stools nearly the whoie-
popttiatlon watching In a crowd In front
from the large open space-

The postmaster redirectedI each letter In
Nepalee characters and takink a larRe
shtt paper prearea full report for

I v police inspecOr-
reading our description and so forth
front the permit We were particularly
required to declare that the lOiters did
not contain any politicaj matEr
Thecame the very serious business PC

them He had to get 9ut a large
wo den box for the stamps anti another I

for the date stamp There aredtampstt
thre value ull to one petnlHe us
could f pay beyond Nepal tU o We iJdletovUth a stanip on

excessntbe cdhleeted
delivery if ever tir England

Fotunateiy they aftet some de
lay and strangely enough no excess was
charged and thus I had the plOasure Of

the penn post which is nOt
I lkel
antcpatngextended to Nepal for many
ersto come

IHis Only Blind Pool
New Orleans TimesDemocrat

I never went Into but ond blind pool
In my life said a New Orleaiis broker

and that was under rather peculiar cir-
cumstances One afternoon some years
ago a gentemare who was at thM time a-
very prOminent figure In altairs tad notefor his ectrlclhe Is now
peace to hlmw-lke my otchnd
said abruptly t
for I astqd s Wsew-

e
Nonb of your

business he why I did It I
couldnt explain to save my tile but I
opened up my check book fled out a
blank for the amount It overantAt that he took off hat and I saw
with astonishment that the crown was
full of other checks and currenes Add
lug mine to the lot he clapped the hat
back on his head and walked out That
was absoutely everything that occurred
at the Intenle and my methodical old
bookk pcr was sitting within chr
shot Was so dumfoundtd he nearly fell
off his stool I wont claIm that I forgot
about the matter because 3 didnt I
was not exactly In a position to aitdw-
3OtO to escape my mind and to tell the
truth I worried about the transaction
until I was half sick I knew I culdntafford any gCht rash speculative venture
and the 0 about it the more
firmly I became convinced that I would
never lay cyos on the money again YoU
may therefore imagine my relief whelk
fully two months later my blind pool-
friend

I

sauntered In and hande me a
check for OhIO I reckon about-
your share he remarked as
it over Where did it hirJ I II

ake Incautousl None of away
without anather word Wan the whbie
story of my first last pool
experIence and 1 say that I
have no hankering after another have
always calculated that my 3101 profit
cast me it least 3100 in wear apd tear of
the nerses Did I ever find out how the
money had ben Imeto Wel I have
a suspll nee It Infact 1 rather mdde Inpoint hot to o-s 4

The German war department has soie
thIn like 200000 pigeons trained for wand France has Z5H5J RuIUaand Italy also be homing pigeon
in their war artent f
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Uncle Bill Saw a Spook and To k a
Shot

WAS SURE OF HIS MAN

HSEEN HRTTTED OF
ONCE BEFORE

I

But Like aBad Penny Steeg Re-

turned and Now Uncle Bill Shows
the Little Cud Game That Always
Reminds Hint of His Exciting

Mup With aGhost

I

Chicago Inter Ocean

Some people say that ghosts are
against nature and against reason anti I
wont say the bulk ot the argument
Is on theIrbut sad Uncle Bill Smith
In his snug little cap on the north
branch of theSnrnac Im not much
good at argument but I once saw n
ghost How do I know It was ashot
Well sir I shot him full of holes and
just faded away Iwas anexperencO
that wound
me back upuge tlgl Adirondacks to-
guide for a 11n anot saying but
that Im pretty up here
speOaly during the hunting seasn when

gentlemen come up thceare tme when thinS are sow
that back In Denver

or wherever the height of the agitation Is
just now

Yes born and brought up
hero blrw1eh mining excitement
broke out afresh and dad said It remndehInt of days of I ateoe tl reIuEldmind to some of even
get any gold or slver I was as strong
as a bull moose those days and I
could shoot fast and straight with any
kind of a gun We dont use revolver up
here but dad brought one bckand he tught al there
was to be learned

J dont believe there was a tougher
crowd wet ot the Mississippi than I ran
Into In when I landed with 10In cash which I had received
claim That seems a lot of money now
but it dldnt then when the mining fever
ran high My partner was old Frank
1 lotus woo was In elutsuq on Jexasyears ago because he happened to be In
the svay of a gang aaow shooting up
the town and he gun with himl
He never was so careless In the old days
Frank knew every card shar and horse
thief in the west and me on to
some valuableI points A admitted that
I could shoot for business but he sid I
was too green to go around alone e
deide to outfit again In Denver and

bit of rest to strike out for some
likely round that we had heard about
Youvo heard or Danforths gambling
parlors No Well It you had been with
In a hundred miles or Denver In those
days you would heard ot them I canSep theta now as Frank and I did
ilrst tme I ever entered them You see
I green backwoodsman and they
made a great Impression on me Danforth
had the whole send floor of a preten-
tious wooden A bar ran across
ono end ot the room The faro banks
were its the ccster and the poker tableat the other end screened off by
parttons with pictures which were not

they ought to b though Dan
forth said that they high art Iwasaid that Danforth was a second

a wealthy English family who had
come west to make his forunE and gone
broke Then he gambling
parlor and he flourished

Daors Reputation Was GodNo squarer man ever wet Into the
business He was no milksop you under-
stand There wera card sharpens out ins
that country who would rather face alynching party than look Into Danforths
steelS eyes He had shot more than

but never unti the fel
low had tried to get dropoterhimThe corners jury always brought a

and on several-
occasions they thanked him for putting
out ot the way a bad man who threaten
ed the good name ot the community
From these circumstances and otherDanforth had a good reputation

I went there because my partner whowas curoush opposed to sarblns ad-
vised I was aflyer Danforths was filled with the usual
crowd when I entered and It was soalnew to me that I hestated some be
fore trying my waa hardlookIng crowd on the whole one face attr te me It was that ot a boy pos
sibly years old wih his hat pulled
down over his eyes was a stranger
as I discovered later and Danfonth
his fashion was looking him and meale
because strangers awas bring with them Ian element in a brnnm Vt cfeC tolfh f lftake their losses and m
shot I was no chicken even If I was I

green itt gamblingI and I guess Danforth
sized me up as able to take care of my
self He sauntered up jo the boy who-
stood near me and said

Tills Is a goed place to get out ot
What do you mean asked the boy

Brace game
No sir lte a square game This Is

Danforths place and Im Danfortha
mean

bad business for bOs Thats Is
I overheard this conversation and ItInterested me becusIt bore out all thereports that I ha ot Danforthsgeneral charcteworry about me Danforthsaid the by hers my roll and hepulled out bills And whenthats gone Ive got more I dont squeal

mind
when

mc-
Danforth

I lose Im out for fun Never
can that It was no use andhe walked away

Funny sort ot a duck to rUn abling hell sid the boy to me and whe
sam

I had rpled we continued the
ton down together at the faroI didnt know the game The boy
showed me how to play and by followinghis lead I came out asmall winner Thegame fascinated me I was a fair pokerplayer but faro non

Starts a Snal Poker Game
Several nIghts later when I dropped

Into Danforths I met the boy again He
seemed to be merely killing time Ive-neyer been a nguat as you gen
tlenfen may guess a night thboy and I did drink a lot We played alittle faro and again I wOn all thesitting by the boy and talking to tme
the most confdental way I told him
thatmy I had to the2OOgOd which we were going make
100 before we gave up prospecting r

the liquor went to bad
ton when the bo 1 nronosed Jlohdn
midnight that I sh6uld get my ptrtneYsmoney and my own and come back for agame ot poker with him and IL middlesued prosperous looking man
Drake whose acquaintance we had madeI jumped at the bait

I kO Frank wouldnt mind my bar
rowing little and as I dont want tocaught In a pinch and bluffed oft bbard I brought to Danforths the wholeDrake said he had come wet toInvest In mines and I never knew whether he was straight or not The boy orderI ethe drinks from time to time beusehE cheerfully explalnel al bIg
FOsw coming I 2 o clocaout 1000 arid playing recklessly torecover It The boy seemed as sober aswhen we sat down and Drake apparentlywa cross He had lost heaviy to theThe latter was thedoor opened and In ce Danforth andmy partne Fnk Hols Frank had

was snisslngand surmising that mone taken It toDanforts he came to keep toe straight
Danforth recognizing my descriptionbrought him into our
Frank

Thought Id find yourom
her Bill said

sortThe stopped short In his del and
looke up when he heard that voice Tut
hoW the boy and Frank atother I couldnt tell Drake aroseI and pushed hIs chair back The rsols hemade broke Ue spelL

Frank ilolils by thunder said theboy sOft and wonderingly I thought
you vere dead

No thanks to you tat Im not Steering he sid
Daniorth-

tre
The name had an electrical elect en

t you sure ot your man
he askqd HOJS1

I Del sure said Hohlis That man Is
the Teas card sharper horsethief and Take off his hat

Bi Ipullei the boys hat oil Both hishands were under the table and he waswatching every movement Hols andDanforth made The boy was
and such as lie had patlYwstrekewith gray With his hat oflooking man had seen Inwlcjedest western experience

Danorhs ReolverTk I

Al are on think
that Is time for mu to go and before I
realized whet was hppenng th boy I

whipped out a revolver wiIh either haThe odd5 were him bowver-
Danforth who agns sIde was too
quick His revolve began to talk asoon

showed theaSterns avefell back firing shot-
which went wild as he tumbled Danforth-
had shot right across my face and I was
freed from the liquor in my brain at
once It had been a close call for my
partner Steering hot hlmfecarbefore In Texas and after rbblnleft hint for dead His boyish and
his nerve had heed his stock In trade
until Tea became too small him
Drake disappeared during the rWand when fouls showed DafarthhoWthe boys cards were markemy monwas returned to me-

I must preseive order and wed out
the blacklegs was Danforhs commet-
on the shooting

Steering was bure without any fuse
and I saw It can Imagine gen-
tlemen how the affair shook me Hollis
and I worked together with varying luck
for two years longer and then lf cut-
out for exas totey cattle grazing felt
badly at losing him and got to drinking-
steaaiiy nIand heavily itch to play for
high stakes took possession of me I had
collected about b000 and one day I fell-
in with a party that was bound for St
Luis I went determined to have
a fling aonl return There is
something about St Louis that mkesyou want to drink hard Tat W
way It affected me We townJn
the morning and as it was dark
I found my way to ocgr rooms I I

sat at faro and as I played I drank Luck
was dead against money slipped-
through my seT lights multiplied
and thecolors on razz together-

Suddenly stranger covered to his
eyes in a lgac sat down in the seat
opposite me I was looking at him care
lersly His hat was pule down over his
eyes AShe his chair he
slppe out ot his overcoat and looked ateyes met For fully two minutewe stared at each other The deierspoke to me sharply I didnt stir
pestle to one sat the boy Steering the-
cutthroat whom I had seen shot to deand buried In Denver His face
aged There was the same innocent con-
fiding smile lurkingI around the corners
of his mouth As he looked at me I could
see the coming Into
his slgitlsO i sO hardened and
he
from table

to hishands up

Shot at the Ghost
No you dont you I blackieg I

shouted sod before he could level on
me I had my revolver out and emptied
right into him I didnt missI hIm but as-
I looked ha faded away When I came
tgal was in the They told me

I had been fem at Schloss and
had fired off my Tawas four
weeks before I for noy and
they said that I had only imagined that Isan him They probably were In earnetI know that I had bnight but I also the boy came
In and sat opposite me just as well as I
know that yoU are in this camp It was
the boys ghost haunting his old resorts
I know it Making allowancesI for all that
I had been drinking I sin still confidentofit

When I ws strong enough I cae di-
reetly the Adirondaks get
lonesome hee at wouldnt-go back to mining regions for a good
del The bys host still haunts hatcountry knoWit Before liollis
died I always Intende to write ad ask
hint It he san ghost but never

r did I Danforth Is still alive ho wilt
back all that I have said about theway that Steering was shot Perhaps he
also has seen his ghost I have never
beeii near a candroom since Even incamp here when you gentlemen start into play a little poker nights I roll myself
in my blankets and close my eyes Ifthohoys ghost is wandering arpund hemight dropin at a iittie game here as weltas anywhere else I shouldnt like to see
him again but all the argument in the
world wouldnt convince me that I hadntseen him in St Louis Tbats my ghost
experience and Uncle Bill went out tosee that the dogs werepropenly fed

FELINE CURIOSITIES

A Cut That Retrieved and a Family
of Swimming Cats

I want to preface this story by ad-

mitting frankly that It sounds fishy
said one of a group In the custom house
corridor yesterday In fact Ill go a
little further and say that I couldnt
hare believed it myself without visual
proof so I wont be offended if you
look incredulous A fan days ago I
was visiting afr1endwho has a beauti-
ful home on Jdetairie ridge and while
we were chatting on his porch he hap-
pened to renark that he had a retriev-
ing house cat that could beat any set
ten in the pagish I thought he was
joking of course and seeing that I-

didnt intend to take him seriously he
jumped up and seized a small sporting
rifle from a rack in the hall Tom
Tom he called and started for the
woods and then followed a very re-
markable scene A big handsome cat
came bounding around the house and
in a moment nas by his side its head
up its eves blazing its tail waving to
and flo and every muscle quivering
with excitement The animal acted ex-
actly like a high spirited thorough-
bred setter or pointer and I was so
astonished I could scarcely credit my-
eyea The woods are only a stones
throw from the house and before ne
got fairly into tIters my host knocked
over a dove The bird fluttered along
heitween the tree trunks and might
have escaped but the cat nas after it
like a streak of lightning sprang into
the air and cauglt it in his mouth
Then without making the ledt effort
to bite or maim he brought it back
and laid it at my friends feet After
that I was prepared to believe all I was
told about Toms exploits in the field
My host said that retrieving seemed
to come natural to him and that he
just picked it up

While the case of the retrieving
cat said a planter from tire south
coast was certainly remarkable it is
completely eclipsed i my opinion by-
a family of swimming cats owned by
Captain Bosco of Tarpon island Cap
tam Booco is Well known in New Or-
leans where he occasionally comes to-
do some trading and is immensely pop-
ular with the crowd that goes to the
Tarpon club for periodical outings He-
is the kingpin fisherman of Bay Adams
and ne quaint and original a character
as you could find on the whole coast
Hip swimming cats about which I
started to tell you belong to a fe-
I inc tribe that has lived at the cap
tams place from time out of mind
There are at present perhaps a dozen
all told and they have apparently lost
every vestige of the natural antipathy
of their species for water They will
nade unhesitatingly through the shah
lows on the beach hunting for fish and
three or four ill actually swim out
to nearby luggera to bet oysters Like
all cats they are very fond of that kind
of food and when the captains lug
gei comes Ins from a visit to the beds
several of therm are certain to jump off
the landing and swim to where it lies
at anchor It Is very strange to see

tbem come scrambling op board snow
lug and shaking themselves and seem-
ingly as indiffentto the wettinglas
50 many setter puppies How they do-

YeloPed such an atraordinary trait I-
dont pretend to say but it hasprob
ably been a matter of gradual evo-
lution Captain Bosce doeenYt remem
her when his catsbegan to go into the
water but it wa nanyyears ago and
with each generatlort the natural aver
510 lioust have become fainter andfaiat-
er It wouldnt surprise me if theIr
developed veb feet in the course of
time

DTJSIC WHILE THEY WORK

And a Plate of Soup an a Cup of
Wine for Nothing

New York Sun
Nearly all those stranyeIooking black

cigars that you see irstha mouths of Ital-
ian workingenen about town are made Ia-
a large factors of Mulberry Bend whicix-
is known thereabouts as the Jolly Work-
shOp The sign over the three front win
dews is more prochic For something
more titan a year the factory baa been
known by Its cheerful aickname which Is
the outcome of the proprtetors treatment
o his helpers Three afternoons a week
mthIc is played there as a means or rest
and enlivenment for the workers antevery day at noon a thick soup is sered-
to them with bread and a cup of Ohio
wine It you want to see how toil may
be robbc of its dreariness yost should
look in there at noontime and remains
there at noontime and remain until the
music strikes up at 2 ociocic

About sesentyfive persons are employ-
ed there making the cigars that are
known as Virginlas Cavours and Pus
cans The Virginia is that long mttasted
device with a straw running through it
which you mast extract before It will
draw a relatively high grade cigar since
it sells at retail two for I cents A sort
of Pittsburg stOgy is the Cavour but of
course not so bed dreadful as it Is and it
sells at 1 cent There is nothing similar
to the Tuscan in this or any other country
save the land of its origin Imagine theptzttyblowur of your schoolboy days with
its hump of putty fashioned round the
middle and you have the shape of this
weed but the strengths and odor cannot
be imagined The price is 2 cents These
imitations look for all the world like hal
ian cigars and they pass for such unti
they are lighted thea you wonder If itwas any worse for those poor soldiers

ho bad to smoke oak leaves and coffee
grounds Not very well put together ares
these cigars and it is plain that making
them is not so much a skilled trade as in-

is a handlworc to be picked us in a little
while Of the seventylive persons em
pioyed in the Jolly Workshop sixty are
girls and women who receive small ay irs
money butoh the fun they have There
are no piece hands The pay is by the
mantIs for all strippers binders wrap-
pers packers and shippers It ranges
front lB a month to 35 with a plate of
excellent soup a liberal chunk of bread
and a cup of wine every day and mttsio
three times a week

The business was started twelve years
ago on an humble eu1e by the presenf
owners father

Promptly at the stroke of 12 a door at-
one end of the wurkrooni is flung wide
open and a capped and aproned man sets
out a little bench and lifts thereon a large
copper pot filled with whatis known lit
tIm Bend as mineStrone or great soup Lit
great soup there Is scarcely any broth so
thick Is it with rice cabbage carrots
beans turnips celery and whatever other
vegetable matter it may strike the cooks
fancy 0 throw in With equal prompt-
ness the workers are on the spot armed
each with a tin plate and a cup Each
holds up a plate and the cook fills it to
heaping with the steaming mass On a
table near by stands a barrel of wine and
by its side a basket of half loxves Each
picks up a piece of bread and puts it ott-
to of the soup A boy is at the spigot
arid turns the wino on and off as the cups
are placed and taken away All otserve
the same systtrrn and there is no pushing
or unruly behavior As is consequence all
are served In a few minutes and back at
their benches chatting and eating and
drinking in the happiest humor

It appears that some of the younger
girls have no taste for the wine and to-
tlseso a substitute is given In the shape of
goats milk

A nhole hour is allowed for luncheon
and the workers seem to spend every mm

ute of it one way or another in having a
good time

Diplomatic
Washington Star

I nra sorry you asked me for that small
loan just now exclaimed the friend It-
is a coincidence that has dovctoped an-

nooaflce frequence-
rm sorry that I have troubled you

saId Mr Fucash-
No trouble except a sense of disap-

pomntment You see my uncle is always
writing me letters of advice He is con
tmnuahl telling me to learn to say no
and your little requests aiways seem to
come just when I am practicing

Setera Criticism
Philadelphia Bulletin

Dont you think she stocs with rare ei-
preestonT

STall it ceztainiy isnt any too well
done

Old Time Dexterity
The Jewelers Weekly

Joe KenThe earlier watches were much
cleverer timepieces than those of the pres-
ent

Jacques LowHow so
Joe HerThey marked the time with

only one hand


